
DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

September 23, 2020 

 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Betty Wilken at 6:32 pm.                 

 

Roll Call:  Don Blake, Danielle Gabor, Kyle McCaskey, Gabe McKeever, Betty Wilken and Randy 

White were present.  Eric Gustafson, Library Director and Tami English, Office Manager, were also in 

attendance.  

 

Approval of Agenda: 

 Motion to approve agenda as written was made by Kyle McCaskey, seconded by Gabe 

McKeever.  There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Public Forum:  None 

 

Approval of Minutes of August 26, 2020 meeting:  

 Motion to approve minutes as written made by Don Blake, seconded by Kyle McCaskey.  There 

was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Correspondence and Communications:  

 Thank you received from Derby High School Debate Club.  They have been using the 

community room for virtual debates and appreciate the support and assistance from the library. 

 Homestead Assisted Living of Derby was evacuated recently due to a gas leak and used the 

library’s community room as their evacuation headquarters.  The library showed a movie to 

residents during their 2 hour evacuation. 

 

Financial Reports: Eric Gustafson shared the report has been adjusted to reflect the revised budget 

approved last month. 

 

 Motion to approve the Financial Reports were made by Gabe McKeever, seconded by Kyle 

McCaskey. There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Director’s Report:  

 

 Statistics are remarkably good considering the library was closed for a little more than 2 months 

and has been operating under reduced hours for months. 

 Programs continue to operate virtually, however, book clubs and yoga do have small in person 

attendance. 

 Summer Reading Program has concluded.  Approximately 1100 youth and 240 adults 

participated this year.  Those numbers are a third of what the library normally sees for the 

program.  No live in-person programming, no face-to-face interactions, reduced prize giveaways 

most likely led to reduced attendance. 

 Fall programs have begun (FB Live).  Fall craft and activity kits are available to patrons via our 

drive through. 



 Discovery Passes launched in September.  Currently patrons can check out experiences at 

Botanica, Sedgwick County Zoo and Tanganika Wildlife Park.  The passes have been popular.  

Additional phases will include Exploration Place and other attractions in South Central Kansas. 

 The library has assisted with 8000 passport applications in the last 4 years. 

 A Ballot Drop Box has been installed at the front of the library.  The box will open October 14 

and be available for voters via mail in ballots through November 3..  County staff will pick up 

voter ballots each day.  The box is surveilled by camera. 

 

Committee/Special Reports: 

 

 Arts Council:  

 

 Gathering Space Gallery:  “Exposed: The Art of Photography” continues to show in the 

Gathering Space Gallery.  16 artists are sharing 80+ photographs.  There is no artist’s reception 

scheduled due to Covid-19.   The show will run through October 28. 

 

 High Wall Gallery:  Derby photographer, David Birmingham exhibit “Coyotes and Birds and 

Deer, Oh My” closes next week.  Look for Dunreath Nixon’s wood burnings and paintings to 

come in October and November. 

 

 Eric Gustafson shared the library currently has a traveling exhibit that brings to life the history of 

the women's suffrage movement in Kansas. The exhibit is sponsored by the Kansas League of 

Women Voters and the Friends of the Derby Library. 

 

Unfinished Business: None 

   

New Business: 

   

 Covid-19 Update: Status and Updates:  Eric Gustafson shared there has been a small interest in 

extending library operational hours.  He reminded the Board the reason we have reduced hours is 

to ensure the library could remain open should staff and family of staff become ill.  Derby 

Library’s next step will be to extend Saturday hours. We are making decisions based on the 

county, schools and our community health outlook. 

 

Kyle McCaskey asked about Oaklawn Activity Center plans for opening.  Eric Gustafson shared 

the Derby Recreation Center has stated OAC has an indefinite opening date. 

 

 Move October Board meeting: Originally the next Board Meeting was scheduled for the 3rd week 

in October due to a conflict with KLA Conference.  As the conference will no longer meet in 

person Eric Gustafson suggested the meeting be moved back to its normal 4th Wednesday.   

 

Kyle McCaskey moved to change the Board Meeting from October 21 to October 28, seconded by Gabe 

McKeever.  Discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Executive Session: None 

 

Adjournment:  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Don Blake, seconded by Gabe McKeever.  There 

was a unanimous vote to approve. 



 Meeting adjourned at 6:56 pm 

 

 

Minutes Approved October 28, 2020 

 


