
DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

November 18, 2020 

 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Melanie Turner at 6:30 pm.                 

 

Roll Call:  Danielle Gabor, Kyle McCaskey, Gabe McKeever, Kristin Sen, Susan Topping, Melanie 

Turner, Betty Wilken and Randy White were present.  Eric Gustafson, Library Director, Debbie 

Thomas, Assistant Director and Tami English, Office Manager, were also in attendance.  

 

Approval of Agenda: 

 Motion to approve agenda as written was made by Betty Wilken and seconded by Gabe 

McKeever.  There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Public Forum:  None 

 

Board Introductions:  New Library Board member Susan Topping was introduced.  Susan is a long-

time resident of Derby and a speech language pathologist with USD260. Each person present introduced 

themselves to Susan. 

 

Approval of Minutes of October 28, 2020 meeting: The following correction was made:  Under call to 

order Betty Wilken’s name was changed to Melanie Turner. 

 Motion to approve minutes as corrected made by Kyle McCaskey and seconded by Gabe 

McKeever.  There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Correspondence and Communications: Thank you received from Wichita Library Foundation for 

supporting and collaborating on projects with them. 

 

Financial Reports: Discussion. 

 

Motion to approve the Financial Reports were made by Betty Wilken and seconded by Kyle McCaskey. 

There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Director’s Report: 

 

 Statistics:  Kids circulation is down for the year largely due to no face to face programming and 

the Early Literacy Area within the library being closed.  This has reduced foot traffic for families 

and book checkouts to youth. 

 20,000 items have been shared between libraries. 

 Eric Gustafson spoke with Udall Public Library recently.  They are looking to build a new 

library and asked for his knowledge on the process and benefits of new features for their 

building. 

 We continue to look at options for hybrid programming in the coming year. Virtual events will 

continue until it is deemed safe for our patrons to attend in-person programs. 

 The library will have several Christmas programming offerings for families.  Our website 

launches a page dedicated to holiday happenings at the library and in our community tomorrow. 

Santa Letters also begin tomorrow.  We anticipate sending 500-100 letters to the North Pole. 



Santa will have virtual story times and the library will be giving away 400 Christmas stockings 

to youth. 

 All volunteers and Friends Lifetime Members no longer will have fines for late items.  If items 

are lost by them, they will be responsible for those costs. 

 Passport processing is picking up.  On Saturday, staff processed 10 applications.  

 Library operational hours were expanded on Saturdays to allow more time to checkout materials 

instead of having patrons show up between noon and 1.  Our intention is to maintain safe 

distancing for staff and library patrons. 

 3 vacant positions have been posted to our website.  We hope to fill them soon. 

 Justin Ball is celebrating 20 years employment at the library this month. 

 

Kyle McCaskey commented about the 5 voter registrations the library assisted with prior to the primary 

election.  Eric Gustafson stated the county election box is permanently affixed at the front of the 

building.  It will be available for future county elections.  Sedgwick County election officials shared that 

the Derby box was the largest drop off site in the county. 

 

Committee/Special Reports: 

 

 Arts Council:  

 

 Gathering Space Gallery:  “Drawn to a Better World” by the Wichita Women’s Artists is now 

showing in the Gathering Space and run through January 3rd.  18 artists share 51 works in a 

variety of mediums.  The show will run through January 4.  We are profiling artists and their 

works via the Derby Arts Council on Facebook for individuals to safely enjoy art. 

 

 High Wall Gallery:  Dunreath Nixon’s Wood Burnings are available to the public during library 

operation hours through November 30.  Look for an all Derby artist showcase coming in 

December and January. “My Favorite Things” will feature 8 photographers and 8 painters who 

reside in Derby. 

 

 It’s beginning to feel like the holidays in the library.  Our display case features nativity 

collections from the Derby Community for the month of November and December.  The Friends 

group decorated our Whimsy tree inside the library and another group of volunteers are 

decorating the large tree in the Gathering Space tonight. 

 

Unfinished Business: None 

   

New Business: 

   

 Covid-19 Update: Status and Updates: Kathy Sexton and Eric Gustafson met this week to discuss 

room rentals within Derby.  The city has suspended all new reservations through the end of the 

year at the library and the city.  New rentals are being accepted for later in 2021.  The decision 

was based on health guidance and lower attendance recommendations. 

 

1. Mayor Randy White shared Rock River Rapids lost $285,000 in revenue.  Eric Gustafson 

shared the city has lost a significant amount of rental revenue for 2020. 

2. Discussion of sanitization processes and caution to ensure health of staff and patrons. 

3. Staff continue to be positive, healthy and working well together with staggered schedules. 

 



 

 Server Quote: Review of 3 quotes for scheduled upgrades as part of the technology plan.  Bids 

are from the library’s contracted provider. 

 

Kyle McCaskey moved to approve the server upgrade in the amount of $13,750. The motion was 

seconded by Danielle Gabor and approved unanimously. 

 

 Possible Closure December 26th:  Eric Gustafson proposed closing the library on Saturday, 

December 26.  The closure would be an unpaid holiday for staff. Discussion. 

 

Gabe McKeever moved to approve the unpaid holiday and library closure on December 26. The motion 

was seconded by Betty Wilken and approved unanimously. 

 

Executive Session: None 

 

Adjournment:  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Betty Wilken, seconded by Danielle Gabor.  There 

was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm 

 

 

Minutes Approved 12/16/2020 

 


