
DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

May 26, 2021 

 

 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Melanie Turner at 6:30 pm.                 

 

Roll Call:  Danielle Gabor, Kyle McCaskey, Gabe McKeever, Kristin Sen, Susan Topping, Melanie 

Turner, Betty Wilken and Randy White were present.  Eric Gustafson, Library Director, Debbie 

Thomas, Assistant Director, and Tami English, Office Manager, were also in attendance.   

 

Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve agenda as written was made by Kristin Sen and seconded by 

Kyle McCaskey.  There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Public Forum:  None 

 

Approval of Minutes of April 28, 2021 meeting: Correction made to minutes; meeting was called to 

order by Melanie Turner. Betty Wilken moved to approve minutes as amended and motion was 

seconded by Susan Topping.  Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Correspondence and Communications: None 

 

Financial Reports: Publishing and DVD industries have yet to rebound to pre-covid content and release 

dates. Discussion. 

 

Motion to approve the Financial Reports were made by Kyle McCaskey and seconded by Danielle 

Gabor. There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Director’s Report: 

 

Summer Reading Program commences June 1st.  Eric Gustafson shared Children’s and Teen brochures.  

Program offerings will be in person at Madison Avenue Park, the Library Community Room with a few 

virtual offerings. 

 

New copiers and printers have been installed at the library.  Patrons can now scan documents to email 

addresses. 

 

New servers were installed last week.  Processes are stabilized and working well. 

 

We have received donations to Christmas in the Park (Gabe McKeever $500), the Levand Grant 

($23,000) and our first half SCKLS Grant ($56322).  We also received a “just because” donation from 

Carol Pierce in the amount of $50. 

 

The library has fully resumed all operation hours.  We are seeing a slow and steady uptick to foot traffic. 

 

Dawn Best has joined the Lions Club. 

 



The library is accepting book donations on behalf of the Friends of the Library, who will be hosting their 

annual book sale July 23-25th. 

 

Debbie Thomas shared the first student who began our proctoring services at the library has completed 

all classes for her Veterinary degree. 

 

Committee/Special Reports: 

 

 Arts Council:  

 Gathering Space Gallery:  “A Lasting Impression,” photography from the Derby Photo Club was 

hung.  Almost 90 photographs, contributed by 17 members are in place through August 9, 2021. 

These artists bring visual storytelling to Derby via images which capture a singular moment with 

inspiration and emotions. Artists were given no specific instructions on what to photograph 

resulting in a show with a wide focus. An artist reception will be held on Friday, July 16 from 6-

7:30 p.m. 

 High Wall Gallery: “Life in Ecuador,” photography by Nicolas Brashear has been extended 

through June 6.  Coming soon acrylic paintings by Laine Pike. 

 

 

Unfinished Business: None 

 

New Business: 

 

 Election of Officers:  Melanie Turner discussed Library Board Officer Positions and 

responsibilities.  Call for nominees.   

 

Kyle McCaskey nominated the slate of officers: Melanie Turner as Chair, Gabe McKeever as 

Vice Chair, Betty Wilken as Treasurer and Danielle Gabor as Secretary.  Motion seconded by 

Susan Topping.  Officer slate approved unanimously. 

   

 Covid-19 Timeline and Planning: Eric Gustafson discussed library plans with consideration of 

CDC guidelines.  The library is moving forward with plans to adopt the same requirements for 

library staff as the city has for city staff.  If staff provides proof of covid vaccination, they will 

not be required to wear masks.  Some of the plexiglass barriers will be removed in the coming 

weeks.  Signage at building entrances have been updated.  Approximately 85% of library staff 

has been vaccinated. 

 

Future plans will include reconfiguring furniture and the opening of the Early Literacy Area.  

The timeline of these changes will be dependent upon CDC guidelines and case rates. 

 

 Appoint Budget Committee:  Treasurer, Betty Wilken, Secretary, Danielle Gabor, and Eric 

Gustafson were appointed to the budget committee. 

 

 Design Contract – Outdoor Area:  Eric Gustafson met with representatives of PEC to discuss 

plans for an outdoor open park area on the West side of the building.  The Library Board of 

Trustees took a site tour of the location and discussed potential details for the project.  



Discussion of PEC contract which includes initial design with Board input, final design and bid 

proposal.  Estimated cost of final project 150-200K. 

 

 

Motion to approve the Design Contract to be paid from Capital Improvement funds was made by Betty 

Wilken and seconded by Gabe McKeever.  

 

Additional discussion: Kyle McCaskey asked about future marketing and maintenance for the project.  

Discussions are ongoing with City Manager and Public Works on these items.  Kyle McCaskey stated 

this would be a great partnership with the City of Derby. 

 

Vote put to the Board of Trustees. There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Executive Session: None 

 

Adjournment:  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Gabe McKeever, seconded by Betty Wilken.  There 

was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm 

 

 

Minutes Approved June 23, 2021 

 


