
DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

May 27, 2020 

 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Melanie Turner at 6:31 pm.                 

 

Roll Call:  Don Blake, Danielle Gabor, Kyle McCaskey, Gabe McKeever, Kristin Sen, Melanie Turner, 

Betty Wilken and Randy White were present.  Eric Gustafson, Library Director, Debbie Thomas, 

Assistant Director and Tami English, Office Manager, were in attendance.  

 

Approval of Agenda: 

 Motion to approve agenda as amended was made by Don Blake, seconded by Kyle McCaskey.  

There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Board Introductions: New Library Board member Danielle Gabor was introduced.  Each person 

present introduced themselves to Danielle. 

 

Public Forum:  None 

 

Approval of Minutes of April 22, 2020 meeting:  

 Motion to approve minutes made by Betty Wilken, seconded by Don Blake.  There was a 

unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Correspondence and Communications:  

 Randy White read a letter of thanks from Linda Hezlep, recently retired Library Board member.  

Linda was grateful for the great memories of her 8 years on the board. She thanked members for 

the 150th Anniversary coin and Dr. Durnil print. 

 

Financial Reports:   

 Eric shared the April financial report with the Library Board.  He sees significant savings to 

some line items (i.e. DVD’s) due to reduction in content available to purchase in 2020.  Overall, 

Eric stated there will be some budgetary impact from Covid-19, but it will not be overwhelming.  

The library has been financially responsible with purchases throughout the years. 

 Randy White asked about grants for Covid-19 expenditures.  Eric shared that he has submitted 

documentation to Keil Mangus at the City for such reimbursements. 

 Randy White also added that City Council approved 300K in Small Business Grants for Derby 

businesses. 

 

Director’s Report:  

 This is an unprecedented year and statistical outcomes are unknown being in uncharted waters 

with Covid-19 closures.  We are continuing to record checkouts among other statistical items.  

Eric noted that our reporting now includes a FB Live line due to the numerous new offerings for 

programs.  This has added challenges on what numbers do you record, live participation or views 

over time? 

 Summer Reading Program will include elementary craft kits, mystery nights, along with a 

weekly story walk outside the library that will be socially distanced. Our reading program can be 

tracked virtually by patrons through the Beanstack app.  The library will be awarding prizes from 

randomly drawn participants in the reading program. 



 Eric shared with the Board that staff has been flexible, had no hesitation returning to work and 

has been very creative re-imagining programs for our community. 

 

Committee/Special Reports: 

 

 Arts Council:  

 

 Positivity Art Project: 

 Tami shared photographs printed in the local Derby Informer for the project.  33 businesses, 

churches along with USD 260 families have created positive chalk art. 

 A Chalk Your Walk challenge was given to City residents for the final week.  While the 

month of May was rainy, participation and sharing of the art has been good. 

 Marc Durfee and Laine Pike will be creating Dr. Durnil’s water tower and sunflower painting 

at the entrance of the building.  The art will take several days to create and should be 

complete by building opening on June 1. 

 

 Gathering Space Gallery:  “Summer Dreams by the Kansas Art Guild was hung this week.  21 

artists share 55 pieces. Works include watercolors, acrylics, oils, and graphite drawings. They 

were been judged by local artist and teacher, Laine Pike, with several awards made.  The art will 

be available to view in person and on DAC Facebook through June 29.  There is no artist’s 

reception scheduled for this show. 

 

 High Wall Gallery:  Stephanie Bayliff’s June through July show “Wandering in Place” is 

schedule to hang Wednesday, June 3rd.  She is sharing 19 pieces made with various media, 

gouache, palette knife, oil, watercolors and more.  Artwork will be profiled on the DAC 

Facebook event for the show. 

 

Unfinished Business: None 

   

New Business: 

   

1. Election of Officers:  Melanie Turner discussed Library Board Officer Positions and 

responsibilities.  Call for nominees.  Discussion. 

 

Kyle McCaskey nominated Melanie Turner as Chair,  Betty Wilken as Vice Chair,  Gabe 

McKeever as Treasurer and Don Blake as Secretary.  Motion seconded by Danielle Gabor and 

approved unanimously. 

 

2. Covid-19 Update: The Library is moving to phase 2 and  is scheduled to reopen for patrons 

beginning Monday, June 1. Patrons are encouraged to wear masks, practice safe social 

distancing, avoid gathering in groups, and keep visits to the library as brief as possible.  Library 

community services including passport application processing, notary, fax, copy and printing 

will also resume when the library building opens. Computer use will be limited to one hour per 

patron per day, and fewer computers will be available for patron use to ensure proper social 

distancing. A rigorous cleaning schedule is in place for all high-touch areas of the library. Self-

checkout stations have been relocated, and sneeze guards have been placed at the circulation and 

youth services desks. The Early Literacy area will be closed until further notice. In addition, 

seating areas have been limited throughout the library. Use of study rooms, the Frank Fanning 



Conference Room and the Community Room will be guided by state or local limitations on mass 

gatherings.  

 

Eric shared staffs’ creative Theo PSA – be a good library patron video and how to view it on 

Facebook. 

 

3. Appoint Budget Committee:  Eric Gustafson, Gabe McKeever and Danielle Gabor were 

appointed to the Budget committee.  Meeting date and time to be determined at a later date. 

 

4. Appoint Derby Arts Council Representative: Discussion of responsibilities.  Betty Wilken was 

appointed to the Derby Arts Council Board. 

 

Executive Session: 

 None. 

 

Adjournment:  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Betty Wilken, seconded by Gabe McKeever.  There 

was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm 

 

 

Minutes Approved June 24, 2020 

 

 


