
DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

March 27. 2019 

 

 

Call to order:  The meeting was called to order by Kristin Sen, Chair at 6:32 pm.                  

 

Roll Call:  Linda Hezlep, Gabe McKeever, Larry Oates, Kristin Sen, Melanie Turner, Betty Wilken and 

Randy White were present.  Eric Gustafson, Library Director, Debbie Thomas, Assistant Director and 

Tami English, Office Manager, also attended.  Don Blake was absent. 

 

Approval of Agenda:  Gabe McKeever moved to accept the agenda as written. Motion was seconded 

by Melanie Turner and passed unanimously.  

 

Public Forum:  None 

 

Approval of Minutes of February 27, 2019 meeting:   Betty Wilken moved to accept the minutes as 

amended.  The motion was seconded by Melanie Turner and approved unanimously.   

 

Correspondence and Communications: None 

 

Financial Reports:  Review of February 2019 Financial Statements.  Linda Hezlep moved to approve 

the financial reports.  Gabe McKeever seconded and the motion was approved unanimously.               

 

Director’s Report:  

 

We are pleased to see an uptick in checkouts and services considering February was a short month with 

a snow day closure. 

 

The partnership between the Library and Derby Chamber of Commerce for the Dr. Seuss event at the 

Pancake Feed was very successful. We are looking into a possible partnership next year.  

 

A murder mystery based on Derby history is scheduled for April 5th.  Eric shared the program trailer 

with the Library Board. The library may offer a second event resulting from the quick and positive 

response from the community.   

 

Carri gave a library tour to special needs Derby High School students.  New library cards were issued to 

those students over 16 at the conclusion of the tour. 

 

Eric met with Derby High School librarians to discuss and offer ideas for upgrading their facility during 

their upcoming remodel. 

 

We have received additional donations to the Bill Pickens Memorial. 

 

Gary Behrens donated his framed panoramic photograph “Misty Grove” (taken in Derby) to the library.  

It is hanging in its new home over the water fountain. 

 

We received our State aid in the amount $6,700. 

 



Eric shared our most recent movie theater ad featuring Thesaurus Rex using our HOOPLA app to 

download the Jurassic Park ebook. 

 

Staff have been busy this month attending and contributing to numerous meetings from Wellness, Park 

Tours, Marketing, Catalog Migration and Arts development, there is much going on at the Derby 

Library both now and in the future. 

 

Committee/Special Reports: 

 

 Arts Council:   

 

 “Your Community Show,” a celebration for Derby turning 150, is hanging in the library, City 

Hall, Derby Welcome Center and the City Council Room.  We accepted 120 pieces of art for the 

show from adults and 407 from youth.  The show runs through May 8.  Our goal is to have 

individuals and families cross the street to enjoy art. Please “save the date” for an artist reception 

Thursday, April 11th from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Awards will be made in two divisions, youth 

and adult.   

 

Unfinished Business:   
 

 Sound Dampening:  Eric shared a PowerPoint presentation outlining sound dampening products 

selected for our building.  The project includes LED study room lights, clouds, ceiling grids, teen 

shelves, teen wall absorption products, portable dividers, and a “tree” for the Early Literacy area 

along with a sound dampening art installation in the group study room.  Sound masking will be 

investigated and added at a later date.   

 

Betty Wilken moved to approve $50,000 for the application of sound dampening within the library paid 

from Capital Improvement Funds. Gabe McKeever seconded the motion which approved unanimously. 

 

New Business:   
 

 John Marshall – Shelving Quote:  Eric shared John Marshall’s quote including products for the 

OAC Branch of Derby Library with the Board.  The project will include shelves, backstops and 

frames.  

 

Gabe McKeever moved to approve the John Marshall quote as written to be spent from Capital 

Improvement Funds.  Melanie Turner seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Motion approved 

unanimously.  

 

 Library Annual Report: Eric shared the report he gave to City Council on Tuesday with the 

Board.  In 2018, the Derby Library accomplished the following:  

 

New Services – RB Digital and HOOPLA electronic services were added for patrons. 

 

Community Services – 2000 Passports, 1400 Notary services and numerous faxes were 

made.  The library has served as a location for Derby 150th Merchandise, Derby-o-Poly 

game and 150th Historical book purchases. 

 

Santa’s Village – 1500 attended in this 8th year. 



SRP – 3401 youth and teens signed up with 69% of them completing the program. 

 

Circulation – 404153 items were checked-out: 69% of the items were print and 31% were 

media. 

 

Visitors – 191,191 people visited the library, 540 per day.  Individuals who pick up 

materials through the drive-through or come to the Community Room are not included in 

that number.  2288 new library cards were issued for the year and we had 60,000 uses of 

the computers and internet. 

 

Madison Avenue Park had 192 rentals.  Warren Riverview opened in November.  There 

were 22 rentals for November and December. 

 

Executive Session: None.   

 

Adjournment:   Betty Wilken moved to adjourn and Melanie Turner seconded. Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.      

              

 

Minutes Approved April 24, 2019 

 

 


