
DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

June 23, 2021 

 

 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Melanie Turner at 6:30 pm.                 

 

Roll Call:  Danielle Gabor, Kyle McCaskey, Gabe McKeever, Kristin Sen, Susan Topping, Melanie 

Turner, and Randy White were present.  Eric Gustafson, Library Director, and Tami English, Office 

Manager, were also in attendance.  Betty Wilken was absent. 

 

Approval of Agenda: Eric Gustafson requested adding “move January Board meeting” to new business. 

Motion to approve agenda as modified was made by Kristin Sen and seconded by Kyle McCaskey.  

There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Public Forum:  None 

 

Approval of Minutes of May 26, 2021 meeting: Susan Topping moved to approve minutes as written 

and motion was seconded by Gabe McKeever.  Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Correspondence and Communications: None 

 

Financial Reports: SCKLS funding is estimated to be 27k lower than originally estimated due to 

clarifications in the Grant-in-aid instructions for interlibrary loan. Miscellaneous income also lags to 

date.  Fines were reinstated on June 1.  

 

Motion to approve the Financial Reports were made by Kyle McCaskey and seconded by Danielle 

Gabor. There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Director’s Report: 

 

Eric Gustafson discussed statistical comparisons ytd.  It is a difficult comparison with 2019 being a great 

year and 2020 being an unprecedented year. We are seeing some rebound with summer reading 

programs in effect. For example, foot traffic on Mondays is consistently 400-500.  It is surprising to hear 

some in the community are unaware the library has been open to the public since June 1, 2020. 

 

1300 youth have signed up for Summer Reading Programs.  We estimate 2000 participating by end of 

the summer.  Our performers are enjoying the use of Madison Avenue Park for events.  The park gives 

us options for outdoor and indoor shows. 

 

Kristy Norman and Ashley Pohlenz represented the library in a virtual passport audit.  The library 

successfully demonstrated verification of processing including accurate information and security of 

personal information. 

 

We have a new KanShare App.  This allows patrons at our member libraries to add more than one 

library card to an account, which benefits families with multiple card holders.  Patrons are also able to 

manage holds and renewals via the app. 

 



Dianne Travnicek created the Marjorie Lee Osborn memorial with the library.  Her $1000 donation will 

be used to purchase children’s reading materials. 

 

We received a $1000 digital access grant from SCKLS. 

 

Starting in July, Eric will be the treasurer for the Rotary Club of Derby. 

 

Committee/Special Reports: 

 

 Arts Council:  

Gathering Space Gallery:  “A Lasting Impression,” photography from the Derby Photo Club was 

continues through August 9, 2021. A shared artist reception with our new High Wall installation will 

be held on Friday, July 16 from 6-7:30 p.m. 

High Wall Gallery: “A Plethora of Pike,” art by Laine Pike is showing through the end of July.  Ms. 

Pike, who has taught art classes at the Derby Recreation Commission for the last 5 years, is inspired 

by youth and adult classes that change in focus frequently, allowing her to explore avenues of artistic 

expression. Laine’s favorite subjects are birds, sunsets and flowers, all of which are represented in 

this show. This is Laine Pike’s first show at the library.  Individuals can meet her at the artist’s 

reception July 16. 

Display Case: Carve and Chat classes by Gary Evans at the Derby Recreation Commission are 

shared in this month’s display.  The free and open to the public classes meet on Thursday from 6:30-

8:30 pm at the Hubbard Arts Center. 

Unfinished Business: None 

 

New Business: 

   

 Covid-19 Timeline and Planning: Furniture is slowly being moved back into the library. We are 

working towards the goal of re-opening the Early Literacy Area. The timeline of these changes 

will be dependent upon CDC guidelines and case rates.  Some plexiglass barriers have been 

removed and one of the self-check computers was returned to the front desk for patron use. 

 

Kristin Sen shared that her family has enjoyed the use of Madison Avenue Park for the performer 

series this summer. 

 

 Outdoor Area – Project update:  Eric Gustafson met with representatives of PEC and discussed 

options for an outdoor open park area on the West side of the building.  A 3 month schedule has 

tentatively been set for the project.  Preliminary sketches including a presentation/performance 

area, artificial turf and shade are due within 2 to 3 weeks.  Costs for the project include a 4K 

survey and 13K for design with the overall costs estimated 150-200K. 

 

The survey for water drainage of the library property is in progress.  We will work with city staff 

on any potential issues. 

 



 Move Board meeting from July 28 to July 21st:  Eric shared he has a conflict with the original 

date selected for July’s meeting.  He requested the meeting be moved up a week to allow his 

participation.  Discussion. 

 

Gabe McKeever moved the July Board meeting be rescheduled to July 21. Kristin Sen seconded 

the motion which approved unanimously. 

Executive Session: None 

 

Adjournment:  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Kristin Sen, seconded by Danielle Gabor.  There 

was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:25 pm 

 

 

Minutes Approved August 5, 2021 

 


