
DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

December 22, 2021 

 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Melanie Turner at 6:30 pm.                 

 

Roll Call:  Danielle Gabor, Kyle McCaskey, Gabe McKeever, Kristin Sen, Susan Topping, Melanie 

Turner, and Betty Wilken were present.  Eric Gustafson, Library Director, and Tami English, Office 

Manager were also in attendance.  Randy White was absent. 

 

Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve agenda as written was made by Kristin Sen and seconded by 

Gabe McKeever.  There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Public Forum:  None 

 

Approval of Minutes of November 17, 2021 meeting: Danielle Gabor moved to approve minutes as 

written and motion was seconded by Kyle McCaskey.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Correspondence and Communications: Tami and the Arts Council received a nice thank you from a 

current artist showing in the Gathering Space Gallery.  The library and staff have received many 

thankful treats this holiday season from our wonderful patrons. 

 

Financial Reports: Eric Gustafson shared the financial report for November. 

 

Motion to approve the Financial Reports was made by Gabe McKeever and seconded by Danielle 

Gabor. There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Director’s Report: 

 

Due to an abundance of book donations, the Friends of the Library have graciously agreed to have a 

book sale January 21-23. 

 

With 3500-4500 in attendance, Christmas in the Park was a success. We thank our volunteers for their 

assistance and participation.  The library has received a lot of positive feedback from the event.   

 

The technology upgrades to the Community Room are complete.  Everything is working well. 

 

The Helen Parish Memorial has received $2010 to date. Virgil Palmer donated $100 “just because.” And 

the Friends of the library have gifted books to hand out to patrons for the upcoming Big Read. ($356.50) 

 

We continue to have lighting issues as a result of damage sustained by the circuit board during 

installation of a solar cell.  The repairs and programming should be complete soon.  

 

With Joanne Condon retiring, Ashley Pohlenz has been promoted to Interlibrary Loan and Cataloging 

Coordinator. An open page position will be filled in the New Year. 

 

Committee/Special Reports: 

 



 Arts Council:  

 

 2021 was a great year for art displays at the library.  We shared 6 unique shows in the Gathering 

Space Gallery, 7 shows in the High Wall Gallery, and 2 in the Teen Space for a total of 15 art 

exhibits.  

   

 Currently, visitors to the library will enjoy intense colors and images from Elizabeth Corbett and 

Carlene Williams in our High Wall Gallery.  These ladies are sharing art inspired by a trip to India in 

2015.  The exhibit features, paintings, photography, textiles and graphite drawings.  The exhibit is 

available to view through January 26. 

 

 Look for art from the Kansas Art Guild to be hung in the Gathering Space Gallery the week of 

January 10 with an artist reception on January 14 for all to enjoy.  We expect 50-60 pieces from 

the group in a variety of mediums. 

 

 In January, the lobby display case will feature Easter Trees from Betty Walker, staff member 

Emily Gillihan’s mother. 

 

Unfinished Business:  

 

 Covid-19 – Covid numbers have been trending positive in our region. The library continues to 

operate with our mask policy, spacing and monitoring local schools’ Covid activity and policies. 

We continue to strive to provide programming for our community while taking steps to ensure 

public safety.  We still have our sneeze guards up at circulation and youth services desks and are 

practicing social distancing.  The library has hydrostatic filters running 24 hours a day filtering 

the air for staff and patrons. 

 

 Outdoor Area – Project Update: Eric Gustafson has researched grant funding for the project and 

discussed with PEC. A 65-75 page grant is opening with KDWP which the library could possibly 

qualify. Discussion of application process for estimated 350k project. 

 

Gabe McKeever moved to hire PEC to manage, complete KDWP grant project application with input 

and other data provided by Derby Public Library up to $15,000. 

 

Additional discussion regarding grant application process and project funding from Capital 

Improvement account. 

 

Kristin Sen moved to amend the motion for the library to hire PEC to manage, complete KDWP grant 

project application with input and other data provided by Derby Public Library up to $15,000 with 

payment from Capital Improvement funds.  Betty Wilken seconded the amended motion.  Motion 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

New Business:  

 

 Merit Increase Calculation Guidelines and Employee Pay Classification:   Discussion. Eric 

Gustafson discussed providing staff a general pay adjustment of 2% for 2022. This adjustment 

will take place on the pay period beginning December 26 and will be reflected on the January 20, 

2022 paycheck.  Discussion.   



 

Gabe McKeever moved to approve the 2022 library pay classification plan which includes a 2% pay 

adjustment. The motion was seconded by Betty Wilken and approved unanimously. 

 

 Holiday and Meeting Dates for 2022: Shared with Library Board 

 

 

Executive Session: None 

 

Adjournment:  

 

 Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Kristin Sen, seconded by Danielle Gabor.  There 

was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm 

 

 

Minutes Approved January 26, 2022 

 


