
DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

August 25, 2021 

 

 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Melanie Turner at 6:32 pm.                 

 

Roll Call:  Danielle Gabor, Kyle McCaskey, Kristin Sen, Susan Topping, Melanie Turner and Randy 

White were present.  Eric Gustafson, Library Director, and Tami English, Office Manager, were also in 

attendance.  Gabe McKeever and Betty Wilken were absent. 

 

Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve agenda as written was made by Kristin Sen and seconded by 

Kyle McCaskey.  There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Public Forum:  None 

 

Approval of Minutes of August 5, 2021 meeting: Kyle McCaskey moved to approve minutes as 

written and motion was seconded by Danielle Gabor.  Randy White abstained. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Correspondence and Communications: None 

 

Financial Reports: Reviewed and discussed. The 2021 Budget will be revised later in the year. 

 

Motion to approve the Financial Reports was made by Kristin Sen and seconded by Susan Topping. 

There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Director’s Report: 

 

Statistics are gradually showing a climb back to normal.  The drop in circulation is largely due to the 

reduction in physical media availability and a consumer shift to digital content viewing. 

 

Fall programming begins at the library September 12.  We are proceeding with face-to-face programs at 

the present time and will explore other options as needed in the event health directives change in the 

near future. 

 

The library is participating in KanRead, a consortium library partnership program. The Library is giving 

patrons free copies of the book “Grimms’ Fairy Tales” as part of the event. Each partner library has 

selected a story from the book and is hosting a companion event. Alyssa LaRue, Senior Youth Services 

Library Assistant, is creating a murder mystery event at Derby Library. The final event will be hosted at 

Andover Public Library October 23 and there will be a grand prize drawing for participants. 

 

Visitors to the library increased in July but have not returned to pre-pandemic numbers. 

 

Dylan Roe has resigned as library page to attend college.  Interviews are ongoing.  Cori Dodds has 

resigned as Event Coordinator.  We are working with the City of Derby to fill the position as soon as 

possible. 

 



 

 

Committee/Special Reports: 

 

 Arts Council:  
 

 Gathering Space Gallery: "My Passion to Paint," a collection of 58 pieces of Derby artist, Mark 

Wards art, rendered in acrylics, watercolors, conte crayons and graphite, provide a unique and 

vivid experience for visitors.  Additionally, beginning September 2, the display case will hold an 

exhibit of embellished gourds carved and painted by Mary Ward.  Many of Mark Ward’s 

paintings are paired with poetry, or personal notes explaining Mark's perspective on the work.  
 

 High Wall Gallery: The current show hanging in the gallery and in the lobby display case is a 

partnership with the Derby Recreation Commission. Free Spirits programs are designed for any 

individual, youth or adult, with a mental or physical disability who chooses not to participate in 

regular Derby Recreation Commission programs. The art on display demonstrates these young 

students are not limited in creativity and joy of expression.  

 

 

 Friends of the Library:  
 

 The Friends group has been proactive in 2021 – revising by laws, adjusting its organization and 

continuing support for the library and staff.  The recent book sale was their greatest success to 

date with approximately $3500 in revenue received for the 3 day event. 
 
 

Unfinished Business:  

 

 Covid-19 – At the present time, the library plans to continue with its current policy. We will 

continue to watch the schools for changes to their policy and change ours as appropriate.  We 

continue to strive to provide programming for our community while taking steps to ensure public 

safety.  We still have our sneeze guards up at circulation and youth services desks and are 

practicing social distancing.  The library has hydrostatic filters running 24 hours a day filtering 

the air for staff and patrons. 

 

 Outdoor Area – Project Update: Eric Gustafson is in talks with Professional Engineering 

Consultants (PEC) as they create possible options utilizing the “Roberto Burle Marx” inspired 

tropical plan.  We look forward to reviewing the site plans and 3D models they are creating for 

our new outdoor programming space. 

 

 

New Business: None 

   

 

Executive Session: Danielle Gabor moved the Board of Library Trustees into Executive Session to 

discuss the Library Director’s Evaluation pursuant to the non-elected personnel matter exception.  The 

open meeting will resume in the Frank Fanning Room at 7:15 p.m.  Kristin Sen seconded the motion 

which passed unanimously. 

 



Executive Session ended at 7:15 p.m. No binding action was taken.   

Adjournment:  

 

 Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Kristin Sen, seconded by Danielle Gabor.  There 

was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:16 pm 

 

 

Minutes Approved September 22, 2021 

 


