
DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

November 17, 2021 

 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Melanie Turner at 6:30 pm.                 

 

Roll Call:  Danielle Gabor, Kyle McCaskey, Gabe McKeever, Susan Topping, Melanie Turner, Betty 

Wilken and Randy White were present.  Eric Gustafson, Library Director, Debbie Thomas, Assistant 

Library Director, Tami English, Office Manager were also in attendance.  Kristin Sen was absent. 

 

Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve agenda as written was made by Betty Wilken and seconded by 

Gabe McKeever.  There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Public Forum:  None 

 

Approval of Minutes of October 27, 2021 meeting: Susan Topping moved to approve minutes as 

written and motion was seconded by Kyle McCaskey.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Correspondence and Communications: None 

 

Financial Reports: Eric Gustafson shared the financial report for October. 

 

Motion to approve the Financial Reports was made by Kyle McCaskey and seconded by Danielle Gabor. 

There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Director’s Report: 

 

Statistics continue to show slow improvement.  The story time session for today had 60 people in 

attendance.  We hope this is a sign of things to come. 

 

With the many donated books received over the summer months, the Friends of the Library have 

graciously decided to have a book sale January 21-23. 

 

Christmas in the Park is moving full steam ahead.  Activities for December 11 at Madison Avenue Park 

will include something for everyone, including animals from Tanganika. The event will run from 9 a.m. 

to 6 p.m.  

 

The upgrades to the Community Room technology have been completed.  We are still waiting to finish 

up the wireless access to our projector. 

 

Rotary Club or Derby and Skincare by CM have each donated $500 towards Christmas in the Park.   

 

The library has been named in 2 memorials recently.  The Helen Parish memorial ($1760) and Zoe 

Marie Head memorial ($250).  Both women have been added to the memorial plaque at the entrance of 

the library. 

 



We have been having some issues with our lighting system.  The circuit board sustained some damage in 

the replacement process for our exterior photocell. Adjustments have been made while we look for a 

permanent solution. 

 

Anni Johnson is our new Public Support Services Assistant. 

 

After 26 years at the library, Joanne Condon, Interlibrary Loan and Cataloging Coordinator, has 

announced her retirement.  Joanne’s last day will be December 31st. 

 

The City and Library are partnering to offer staff tickets to Field Station Dinosaurs or the Sedgwick 

County Zoo for the holidays. 

 

 

Committee/Special Reports: 

 

 Arts Council:  

 

 Gathering Space Gallery: Somewhere is Time is comprised of 59 pieces of art, contributed by 9 

Wichita area artists.  Patrons walking into the Gathering Space will be treated to a variety of 

artistic mediums, including works in oil, pastels, pencil and acrylics. Several examples of works 

created on rice paper using watercolor batik are also displayed. Artists contributing to this 

exhibit belong to the Midwest Artists group, which was formed in 1964 as a way to support local 

artists seeking to develop themselves more fully by discussing and critiquing their works on a 

regular basis. To encourage other artists, one of the club members, Carol Davis, has provided 

information regarding using a Facebook site for at-home art instruction. Somewhere in Time will 

show through January 2, 2022. 

   

 The lobby display case features artifacts from early days in Kansas, information on the 

settlement of Derby and details on the Derby Historical Museum Annual Christmas Tree 

fundraiser. 

 

 High Wall Gallery: "Bold" by Bayliff is closes November 30. We will take a trip into India for 

our next artist exhibit in December.  Elizabeth Corbett and Carlene Williams will sweep us into 

another world via oil, pastels, fibers and photography.  
 

 

Unfinished Business:  

 

 Covid-19 – Covid numbers have been trending positive in our region. The library continues to 

operate with our mask policy, spacing and monitoring local schools’ Covid activity and policies. 

We continue to strive to provide programming for our community while taking steps to ensure 

public safety.  We still have our sneeze guards up at circulation and youth services desks and are 

practicing social distancing.  The library has hydrostatic filters running 24 hours a day filtering 

the air for staff and patrons. 

 

 Outdoor Area – Project Update: Eric Gustafson shared 360 surround views for the project.  Costs 

and design options were discussed.  The purpose of the new space is to provide recreational and 

educational opportunities not currently available in Derby. Board consensus was positive for the 

project and directed Eric to seek out possible grant funding, if available. 



 

.  

 

 

New Business:  

 

 Move December meeting?:   Discussion to keep meeting at 4th Monday of the month of move 

earlier.  Meeting scheduled for December 22 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Executive Session: Kyle McCaskey moved to recess to executive session for: 

 

Discussion of matters relating to security measures that protect private property or persons specifically 

to discuss recent patron behavior and communications directed at Library staff and reconvene the open 

meeting here in the Frank Fanning Conference Room at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Motion seconded by Danielle Gabor.  Motion approved unanimously. 

 

Please let the record reflect that the open meeting reconvened at 7:45 p.m. and no binding action was 

taken in executive session. 

 

Adjournment:  

 

 Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Danielle Gabor, seconded by Betty Wilken.  There 

was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:49 pm 

 

 

Minutes Approved December 22, 2021 

 


