
DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

April 28, 2021 

 

 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Melanie Turner at 6:30 pm.                 

 

Roll Call:  Danielle Gabor, Kyle McCaskey, Gabe McKeever, Kristin Sen, Susan Topping, Melanie 

Turner, Betty Wilken and Randy White were present.  Eric Gustafson, Library Director, Debbie 

Thomas, Assistant Director, and Tami English, Office Manager, were also in attendance.   

 

Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve agenda as written was made by Betty Wilken and seconded by 

Kristin Sen.  There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Public Forum:  None 

 

Approval of Minutes of March 24, 2021 meeting: A motion to approve minutes as written was made 

by Betty Wilken and seconded by Gabe McKeever.  There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Correspondence and Communications: None 

 

Financial Reports: DVDs continue to be slow to release for purchase.  Eric Gustafson is checking into 

the Levand Grant for 2021.  Covid has prevented in-person meetings and updates on the grant.  

 

Motion to approve the Financial Reports were made by Danielle Gabor and seconded by Gabe 

McKeever. There was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Director’s Report: 

 

Quarterly statistical reports are included for library board review this month. KanShare reports show we 

are borrowing slightly more than lending to our partner libraries.  Circulation is good overall.  We are 

down only 5% compared with pre-covid numbers (2021 compared with 2019).   

 

Our spring programs have wrapped up.  Staff is preparing for Summer Reading Programs. The library is 

offering both in-person and virtual events to give patrons options for participation.  For example, story 

times will be held both in the Community Room and an abbreviated version will appear virtually on 

Facebook. Large performances will be held at Madison Avenue Central Park. Patrons will also have 

options for recording summer reading via the Beanstack app or paper forms.  

 

Yoga and Book Clubs are being offered in-person at the library. 

 

Academy Awards Shorts were held in-person and had small attendance. 

 

Spring into Art was held this past weekend.  The library gifted 250 take home craft kits to families at the 

event. 

 

We have entered into a new vendor lease with Digital Office Systems for new copiers and printers.  Our 

lease was set to expire within the next year.  Negotiations brought better equipment at a reduced cost. 



 

A $100 donation was made to the library in memory of Jessie McCamon.  Jessie was a retired nurse who 

went back to school late in life to receive her Masters in Library Science. 

 

Planning for Christmas in the Park has begun. The event is scheduled December 11 from 9 a.m. to  

6 p.m.  Community donations are being received for the event. 

 

The library is fully staffed with the addition of Parker Daniel, new Youth Services Assistant. 

 

Eric Gustafson has begun researching the addition of an outdoor music literacy area for the library.  

Initial plans include a performance area, shelter and a variety of outdoor instruments.  The outdoor space 

will be unique to Derby and is in the development and planning stages. 

 

 

Committee/Special Reports: 

 

 Arts Council:  

 Gathering Space Gallery:  “Derby High School Art – Students and teachers” concludes on 

Monday.  The Derby Informer ran an article on the show today.  Next up will be photography 

from Derby Photo Club.  

 High Wall Gallery: “Life in Ecuador,” photography by Nicolas Brashear, highlights the everyday 

scenery and the beauty of both cities and small villages in Ecuador. Nicolas is a freshman at 

Kapaun Mt. Carmel High School in Wichita.  He became interested in photography using his cell 

phone, but now uses a professional camera.  He joined the Derby Photography Club when it was 

first organized 3 years ago, and gives club members credit for being supportive of his interest 

and teaching him new skills. This exhibit will be on display through May 29. 

 

 

Unfinished Business: None 

 

 

New Business: 

   

 Covid-19 Update: This week the library returns to full pre-covid operational hours including 

Sunday hours.  Future plans include slowly returning furniture in the building and additional 

computers for patron use.  The Early Literacy Area will open based on CDC/County 

recommendations and projection numbers. As we move forward, we continually strive to keep 

the health and well-being of our community in mind. 

 

 Camera/Software Quote:  No need for Board review and approval.  Additional research has 

discovered local in-house IT solution at 10% of original cost. 

 

Executive Session: None 

 

Adjournment:  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Susan Topping, seconded by Betty Wilken.  There 

was a unanimous vote to approve. 



 Meeting adjourned at 7:03 pm 

 

 

Minutes Approved May 26, 2021 

 


