
DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

March 4, 2020 

 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Melanie Turner at 6:32 pm.                 

 

Roll Call:  Don Blake, Linda Hezlep, Gabe McKeever, Kristin Sen, Melanie Turner, Kyle McCaskey 

and Randy White were present.  Eric Gustafson, Library Director and Debbie Thomas, Assistant 

Director, were also in attendance. Betty Wilken was absent. 

 

Approval of Agenda: 

 Motion to approve agenda made by Don Blake, seconded by Gabe McKeever.  There was a 

unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Public Forum: 

 None. 

 

Approval of Minutes of January 22, 2020 meeting:  

 Motion to approve agenda made by Linda Hezlep, seconded by Kristin Sen.  There was a 

unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Correspondence and Communications:  

 None. 

 

Financial Reports:   

 No real surprises.  

 There was a short discussion centered on the money spent to replace the HVAC Boiler (~$59K).  

Eric noted that the budget contained Emergency Repair funds for situations such as this. 

 Mayor White noted he had a discussion with the City Manager about the high frequency of 

repairs in various other city facilities.  The Mayor expects a transition in strategy to move from 

'lowest bid' to 'best value'. 

 Motion to approve financial report made by Don Blake, seconded by Kyle McCaskey.  There 

was a unanimous vote to approve. 

 

Director’s Report:  

 Eric highlighted the KanShare statistics were showing very positive. Estimates of 2000 items 

moved per month are expected.  The '3 to 1 Hold Ratio' was noted as a key indicator of how 

consortium use is progressing.  A question was asked about how Holds are ranked.  Answer: By 

Date of Hold.  Another question about how much time staff spends on pulling and prepping the 

holds.  Answer: about 3-5 hours. 

 Debbie Thomas announced the library was offered an opportunity to expand digital Magazine 

offerings from 35 to 3500 for only an additional $500.  The board agreed this is a fantastic deal. 

 

Committee/Special Reports: 

 

 Arts Council:  

 



Gathering Space Gallery:  

 Kayann Aushermans show closes tomorrow.  The library has received numerous compliments 

about the quality of the show.  She has sold 7 pieces. 

 

Coming Soon:  Derby High School Art by Students and their teachers 

 Opening March 16, art created by students and faculty at Derby High School will be on display in the 

Gathering Space Gallery at the library. Students' work will be on display in the Community Room, while 

faculty art will be hung in the lobby Gathering Space. Ceramic art will be featured in the display case in 

the lobby for the month of March only. 

 This is the first time faculty works have been included in an exhibition for the high school. All student art 

work will be juried by USD 260 art teachers. Members of the community are invited to a reception to 

enjoy the art and meet the artists. Light refreshments will be served. 

 Public reception for Derby High School artists: 5-7 p.m., March 26, in the Community Room 

 

High Wall Gallery: "Peace of Art" by Rita Tillson 

 Rita Tillison calls her painting style impression landscapes, and works with acrylic paints, bringing to the 

canvas images that have meaning either from her own walks, what comes in dreams or her imagination. 

She attributes inspiration to her faith as well, and has donated profits from some of her sales to various 

organizations which support faith-based and community support causes. 

 Rita is providing an opportunity for someone to win a piece of her art from the collection on display. Tell 

her which piece of her art inspires you and why.  At the close of the show, Ms. Tillison will draw a name 

and that individual will win the work they named. Rita’s paintings will be on display during the months of 

February and March, and are for sale.  Eric G. commented that Ms. Tillison has sold about 7 pieces thus 

far. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

 None. 

 

New Business:   

 Library Annual Report:  Eric provided a quick review of the presentation he presented to the City 

Council on Jan 26. 

 

Executive Session: 

 None. 

 

Adjournment:  

 Motion to adjourn made by Linda Hezlep, seconded by Kristin Sen.  There was a unanimous 

vote to approve. 

  

             

Minutes Approved March 25, 2020 


